《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Colossians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 2
To obtain the greatest and richest of all blessings for himself and his fellow-Christians, Paul, under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, was in the habit of seeking them from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, in a manner which showed that he knew them both to be divine. 

Verse 5
For the hope; that is, connecting these words with "we give thanks," on account of the hope. But we may better connect them with verse Colossians 1:4, and render, through the hope; meaning faith and love exercised under the influence of the hope laid up for them in heaven-the hope here standing for the inheritance which is its object. 

Verse 6
In all the world; wherever the gospel was embraced it produced the same effects as in Colosse. The gospel, wherever preached, influences all who embrace it in truth, whatever may have been their past character and condition, to lives of holy obedience; and inspires them with a hope which tends to purify them, even as Christ is pure. 1 John 3:3. 

Verse 7
As ye also learned of Epaphras; learned "the grace of God in truth" of Epaphras, who seems to have been their first teacher, and was now with Paul in Rome. 

Verse 8
Love; that which the Holy Spirit produces. 

Verse 9
Spiritual understanding; understanding of spiritual things as revealed in the gospel. 

Verse 10
Unto all pleasing; in a manner constantly or every way pleasing to God. 

Verse 11
Patience; endurance under trials. That patient and joyful submission under trials which becomes the friends of Christ, it is difficult for them to exercise, and nothing will effectually secure it but the power of God. 

Verse 12
Made us meet; prepared us. 

Saints in light; in the enjoyment of the bliss of heaven. 

Verse 13
The power of darkness; dominion of sin and Satan. 

Verse 15
The image of the invisible God; the invisible God made manifest. Christ is the image of God, as possessing perfect equality with the Father in substance and divine perfections. Compare his own words: "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." John 14:9. 

The first-born of every creature; or, the first-born of all creation. Since Christ is the creator of all things, verse Colossians 1:16, he is not himself one of the creation. But he is the first-born of all creation, as being before all things, verse Colossians 1:17, and above them as their supreme head, verse Colossians 1:20. 

Verse 16
In heaven-in earth, visible and invisible; the apostle labors to assert in the most absolute way that the whole universe of created things is the work of Christ. Compare John 1:3, and Hebrews 3:4. "He that built all things is God." Thrones-powers; words that denote the different orders of created intelligences. Compare Ephesians 1:21; Ephesians 3:10. 

For him; as their end. This is the highest possible assertion of Christ’s proper deity. 

Verse 17
Consist; are upheld in their present state. Compare Hebrews 1:3. "Upholding all things by the word of his power." 

Verse 18
Head of the-church; source of its life, light, and all its blessings. 

First-born from the dead; the first who rose never again to die, and who will raise all the dead-some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. John 5:28-29. 

Have the preeminence; as head of the created universe, and the object of supreme affection to all who put their trust in him. As Christ owns the bodies and souls of men by the right of creation and redemption, and as he made, redeemed, and preserves them for himself, not to devote themselves to his service is injustice and dishonesty. 

Verse 19
All fulness; all the fulness of the Godhead; as a Saviour, then, he has all that is needful to save to the uttermost those who come unto God by him. Hebrews 7:25. 

Verse 20
Made peace; opened the way for peace. 

Things in earth-things in heaven; that the opposition between heaven and earth, which sin has occasioned, may be removed, and all things in heaven and earth may be united under Christ as their head in one harmonious body. 

Verse 21
Alienated; from God. 

By wicked works; literally, in wicked works, these being, as it were, the element in which they lived. 

Verse 22
In the body of his flesh through death; by his propitiatory death on the cross in human nature. 

To present; to present you before God, as the final result of his work of redemption. Ephesians 1:4. In Ephesians 5:27, the nature of the figure-Christ and the church his bride-required the apostle to say, "that he might present it to himself." The two forms of speaking come to the same thing. 

Verse 23
Grounded and settled; firm and steadfast in the belief and practice of the truth. 

To every creature which is under heaven; the apostle in these words expresses the design of the gospel and its final destiny. Those who would be saved must not merely believe in Christ, profess him before men, and begin to serve him; they must continue in the belief of the truth, in the practice of piety towards God, righteousness and benevolence towards men, and in the conscientious discharge of their various personal and relative duties to the end of life. Matthew 10:22; Hebrews 10:38-39. 

Verse 24
Fill up that which is behind; that which remains to be yet endured. 

The afflictions of Christ; afflictions to be undergone by Christ in his body the church; that is, in the persons of his disciples. Of these every believer has his share to fill up, and ought to rejoice in it, because God with these means works out his salvation and that of his brethren. 

Verse 25
Whereof; of which church. 

For you; for the benefit of you Gentiles. 

To fulfil the word of God; to fulfil my stewardship of God’s word by dispensing it faithfully. Compare Romans 15:19, where the original is, "I have fulfilled the gospel of Christ." 

Verse 26
Even the mystery; added to show wherein the fulfilling of the word of God lies, namely, in unfolding the mystery, etc. The mystery is that so fully unfolded in Ephesians 2:13-22, namely, God’s purpose to unite Jews and Gentiles through Christ on equal terms in one holy and spiritual body. 

Verse 27
This mystery among the Gentiles; because it is in the reception of the Gentiles to God’s spiritual fold that the glory of this mystery is especially displayed. 

Verse 29
Striving; or struggling. See note to chap Colossians 2:1. 

Worketh in me; God working in Paul was the cause of his working, and the reason why his work was efficacious in reconciling men to God through Christ. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Conflict or struggle, in allusion to what he has just said of his striving, chap Colossians 1:29. In the original Greek the two words agree, like "struggling" and "struggle." It is an inward conflict, the object of which he explains in the following verse. 

As many as have not seen my face in the flesh; the obvious meaning of these words is, that the Colossians were among those who had never enjoyed Paul’s personal ministry. 

Verse 2
Be comforted, being knit together in love; that is, comforted in the way of being knit together in love. 

Unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding; these words give the end to which such a union of love tends. The apostle means that understanding of spiritual things which carries with it the full assurance of their reality and excellence, and which is, moreover, possessed in rich measure. 

To the acknowledgment; or, unto the knowledge. This is added, as a parallel clause, to explain the object to which the understanding just spoken of has reference. It is, the mystery of God-of Christ; in other words, the mystery of the plan of redemption in God and Christ, with special reference to that feature of it which unites Jews and Gentiles in one body under Christ as their head. 

Verse 3
Hid; treasured up, to be communicated according to the wants of those who believe. The religion of Christ makes all who possess it truly benevolent, and leads them earnestly to desire the holiness and happiness of others. 

Verse 4
With enticing words; false persuasion; words of mere human wisdom, such as are more fully explained afterwards in verses Colossians 2:16-23. 

Verse 6
Christ Jesus the Lord; emphatically, Christ Jesus as your supreme Lord and Saviour, and no yoke of carnal ordinances. 

Walk ye in him; continue in the belief and practice of those truths which you received when you gave your hearts to Christ. 

Verse 7
Rooted and built; firmly established, like a tree deep rooted, or a house on a rock. A heart abounding in thanksgiving to God for his mercies, especially for Jesus Christ and life through him, is a great safeguard against error, a source of the purest enjoyment, and a means of the greatest good. 

Verse 8
Lest any man spoil you; literally, make booty of you; rob you of spiritual blessings by leading you to depend on something besides Christ for salvation. 

Rudiments of the world; the Mosaic ceremonies, so called as containing, in comparison with the gospel of Christ, only the first elements of religion, even when rightly used; while they were so perverted by the false teachers, that they fed the spirit of worldly confidence, and made those who trusted in them carnal, instead of spiritual. 

Verse 9
Godhead bodily; God incarnate, or dwelling in human nature. John 1:14; Romans 9:5; 1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:6-8. 

Verse 11
Ye are circumcised; have experienced that spiritual renovation, that cutting off or renouncing of sin, the necessity of which circumcision taught. 

Without hands; literal circumcision was made with hands, but the spiritual circumcision which they had experienced was wrought by the Holy Spirit, through the atonement, righteousness, and intercession of Christ. The true circumcision, that which God requires and which is essential to salvation, is not any thing which is outward merely, or wrought by men. It is the work of the Holy Spirit, and the fruit of faith in Christ. 

Verse 12
Buried with him in baptism; by openly renouncing sin, and publicly professing to hate and forsake it; thus showing their deadness to its reigning power. 

Risen with him; from their death in sin, by believing on him, and thus experiencing in their own persons the same divine power which raised Christ from the dead. 

Verse 13
Dead in your sins; while in their unconverted state. 

The uncircumcision of your flesh; that inward uncleanness of soul which their outward state of uncircumcision well represented. 

Quickened; made spiritually alive. 

Verse 14
The handwriting of ordinances; the Jewish ceremonial law, which lay in the letter, and not in the spirit. 

Contrary to us; burdensome, opposed to our liberty and peace as Christians, and constituting a "middle wall of partition" between Jews and Gentiles. 

Nailing it to his cross; as a sign of its abrogation; in other words, annulling it by his expiatory death on the cross. 

Verse 15
Principalities and powers; the powers of darkness, of which Satan is the leader. Compare Ephesians 6:12. These our Lord overcame by his death and resurrection. John 12:31; John 14:30; John 16:11. 

Made a show of them openly; let them in triumph, as a conqueror his captives. Compare Ephesians 4:8. 

In it; in his cross, as the means of his victory over them. 

Verse 16
Judge you; pronounce you good or bad, according to your treatment of the ceremonial law. 

A holy-day-sabbath-days; in the original, a festival-sabbaths. The days referred to are those required to be observed in the ceremonial law-days associated by God with meats, drinks, and new moons. The passage does not refer to the Sabbath of the moral law, associated with the commands forbidding theft, murder, and adultery. This weekly Sabbath was never against men or contrary to them, but was always for them, and promotive of their highest good. The observance of it caused them to ride upon the high places of the earth, and to possess the heritage of God’s people. Isaiah 58:13-14; Jeremiah 17:21-27. 

Verse 17
A shadow; of the Redeemer who was to come; pointing to him as the only and all-sufficient Saviour. 

The body is of Christ; he is the substance to which, as shadows, all the Jewish rites referred. Circumcision and all the Mosaic rites and ceremonies were designed to show men their need of inward purification, and the necessity of believing on Christ in order to obtain it. In him we have all that we need. There is no occasion, then, that we look for salvation to Jewish, or other kindred ceremonies, to saints, to the Virgin Mary, or to any one except Christ. 

Verse 18
Of your reward; that which Christ bestows on those who cleave to him, and seek salvation through him. 

In a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels; the apostle apparently speaks of that false humility which they had who pretended that God was too great to be approached except through created beings, such as angels. Thus their false teachers sought to draw them away from Christ, as if they needed ceremonies and mediators not prescribed in the gospel; whereas neither saints nor angels nor the Virgin Mary can help us as mediators; and Christ, if we trust in him, will do for us all that we need. 

Vainly puffed up; whatever appearances of humility or piety any may have who teach that you need other mediators besides Christ, or other observances besides those which he has appointed, they are ignorant or selfish, worldly and wicked, deceivers or deceived. If honest in what they say, they are blind leaders of the blind. Matthew 15:14. Persons who occupy themselves in matters beyond the limits of the human mind, are wanting in humility as well as in wisdom and goodness. They are generally vain and light-minded, superficial and proud. 

Verse 19
Head; Christ. 

The body; the church, which is composed of all who truly believe in him. 

The increase of God; the increase which God bestows, consisting in faith, love, joy, peace, and other graces of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23. 

Verse 20
If ye be dead with Christ; compare, for this idea of dying with Christ, Romans 6:3-11, and the notes on that passage. By dying with Christ, the Colossians had renounced sin and worldly confidence in the rudiments of the world; that is, the Mosaic ceremonies; see note to verse Colossians 2:8. 

Why then, as though living in the world, and not dead to it with Christ, would they be subject to ordinances; have the vain worldly ordinances which they professed to have renounced imposed upon them? Why seek justification by Jewish ordinances, which forbid certain meats or drinks, and make vain distinctions of days. Verse Colossians 2:16. 

Verse 21
Touch not-handle not; samples of these worldly ordinances pertaining to the Jewish distinction of meats. 

Verse 22
Which all are to perish with the using; a parenthetical remark thrown in by the apostle to show that these meats can bring no real defilement to the soul; for they all perish with the using, and pass away without touching the true inner man. Compare the exactly similar argument of our Saviour, Mark 7:14-23; which is the best commentary on the present passage. 

After the commandments-of men; to be connected immediately with the words, "why-are ye subject to ordinances?" verse Colossians 2:20. 

Verse 23
A show of wisdom; an empty show without the reality. He then names three things in which this vain show is made. 

Will-worship; of man’s invention, not required of God. 

Humility; a vain show of it. See note to verse Colossians 2:18. 

Neglecting of the body; unsparing treatment of it by austerities of man’s invention. 

Not in any honor; meaning, according to some, while they refuse to bestow any honor on the body, but vilify it by their false severity towards it. But we may better understand the words as referring to all the preceding part of the verse, and describing the things named which have a show of wisdom as having in them no true honor towards God, but being, on the contrary, utterly worthless. 

To the satisfying of the flesh; referring to all the preceding things, as having for their end not true holiness, but only the satisfying of the fleshly mind. Every thing which draws men away from Christ as the only foundation of human hope, or leads them to seek salvation in any way except through faith in him, tends to rob them of blessings which, by continued active faith and obedience, they would obtain. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Risen; after the example of Christ and in union with him, from your death in sin to a new divine life. See chap Colossians 2:12; Romans 6:3-11; Ephesians 2:1-6. 

Verse 3
Dead; dead to your former life of sin. 

Your life; your new life to which you have risen in Christ through faith. This life comprehends both the present spiritual life of the soul and the glorious resurrection life of which it is the earnest; for both together constitute that one everlasting life, the beginning of which all who believe in Christ has as a present possession. John 3:36; John 5:24; John 6:40; John 6:54; 1 John 5:13. 

Is hid with Christ in God; hid along with Christ, whose members ye are, in the bosom of God in heaven. It is then, first, safe from all the assaults of wicked men and evil spirits, John 10:27-29; secondly, invisible to the eye of sense, so that not only does the world know us not, as it knew not Christ in his humiliation, but we do not ourselves know what we shall be. 1 John 3:1-2. 

Verse 4
Shall appear; shall be manifested in glory at his second coming. 

Shall ye also appear; be manifested, so that all shall see the glory which God has bestowed on you. Christ is the light, life, and joy of his people. Because he lives, they shall live; and when he comes, it will be to be glorified in his saints, and admired in all them that believe. 2 Thessalonians 1:10. 

Verse 5
Mortify therefore; since ye are dead with Christ, act consistently in putting to death your members which are upon the earth; your bodily members as the instruments of earthly lust; in other words, the sinful passions that exert their power in your bodily members; so that from being "servants to uncleanness and to iniquity," they may become "servants to righteousness." Romans 6:19. 

Verse 9
The old man; those inclinations and habits which belong to man before conversion. 

Verse 10
Put on; adopted new principles and entered on a new course of life, in consequence of having been renewed in the spirit of their minds by the Holy Ghost. 

Verse 11
Greek nor Jew-Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; bondmen and freemen, and men of all descriptions who are born of the Spirit, have equal rights and are entitled to equal privileges in the church of Christ. They are all living members of his living body, and objects of his gracious favor. The standing of persons in the Christian church, and their rights and privileges as members, do not depend on their outward circumstances or condition in life, but on their union to Him on whom they are dependent, and to whom they are accountable. 

Verse 14
Charity; love. 

The bond of perfectness; as binding together all the other graces into one whole, and thus making the Christian character complete. Love to God and to men, dependence on Christ, and a desire to obey his will, are the source and security of right actions, and are, in all conditions and relations, essential to perfection of human character and conduct. 

Verse 15
The peace of God; that which he gives, and which resembles his own. 

Verses 16-25
On these verses see the notes on the very similar passage, Ephesians 5:19-33; Ephesians 6:1-9. 

Verse 21
Provoke not your children; by unkindly and improperly finding fault with them, being difficult to please, or failing to commend and encourage them when they do well. 

Lest they be discouraged; despair of being able to please you, and so become broken in spirit and reckless in regard to your wishes. A most important admonition to all parents who would retain their influence over their children. 

Verse 22
In all things; unless they command you to do wrong. 

Not-as men-pleasers; not merely or principally for the purpose of pleasing men, with constrained or outward service only; but willingly, heartily, from regard to God, and for the purpose of pleasing him. 

Verse 24
The reward of the inheritance; the gracious reward of the heavenly inheritance which he will give to his children. 

Verse 25
No respect of persons; servants and masters will stand together before God, be judged by the same law, and be rewarded or punished according to their character and conduct. It is the will of God that there should be government, law, and order-that some should command, and others obey; but no degree of power or authority gives any a right to require of others what is wrong, or if they do require it, makes it the duty of others to obey. Each one is bound supremely to regard God, and whatever may be the consequences, to make it the great object in all things to please him. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
That which is just; which rightfully, according to the law of God, belongs to them. 

Equal; that which fairness and honesty require. 

Ye also have a Master; to whom you justly owe service, and who requires you to render to your servants all which equitably and honestly belongs to them; and to manifest towards them the spirit which you ought to wish Christ to manifest towards you. Servants have rights as really as masters. Certain things, through the grace of God, belong to them; and masters are as sacredly bound to give them what equity and honesty require, as they would be if their servants were masters, or as they are to any of their fellow-men. 

Verse 2
Continue; be earnest and steadfast. 

Watch in the same; be vigilant in the discharge of this duty; see that ye be not dull or slothful in it, and that ye allow yourselves in nothing that can hinder it. 

Verse 3
A door of utterance; open the way and give opportunity to preach the gospel. Paul often asked for the prayers of Christians on earth, but never of the Virgin Mary or any of the saints in heaven. He knew better. All who have the Bible, who read and understand it, know better; and if they obey the Bible, they all do better than to ask or desire any intercession in heaven, except that of Christ; for his intercession is all which they need. Hebrews 7:25. 

Verse 5
Walk in wisdom; conduct with discretion and propriety. 

Them that are without; without the church, men of the world. 

Redeeming the time; see note to Ephesians 5:16. Christians, in all their intercourse with men, especially with irreligious men, should be open, frank, honest, and sincere; kind, amiable, benevolent, serious, and cheerful; showing by example the supreme excellence and loveliness of true religion. 

Verse 6
With grace; such as grace dictates; speak what is seasonable, pertinent, instructive, useful. 

Seasoned with salt; not insipid and profitless, but, like well-seasoned food, wholesome and promotive of the edification of all who hear. 

Know how-to answer; in order to give just views and make right impressions. The apostle probably has special reference to the questions of "those without," the answers to which would require much circumspection and heavenly wisdom. Much, very much depends upon the proper use of the tongue. It may be "a world of iniquity" or a fountain of life. Every person therefore, especially every Christian, should pray and strive for wisdom and grace rightly to use his tongue; knowing that by his words he will be justified or condemned; that if any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man; and that words fitly spoken are like apples of gold in a net-work of silver. Proverbs 18:21; Proverbs 25:11; Matthew 12:37; James 3:2-18. 

Verse 7
My state; as a prisoner at Rome. 

Verse 8
Whom I have sent unto you; Tychicus was evidently the bearer of the present epistle, as well as of that to the Ephesians. Ephesians 6:21. 

Verse 9
Onesimus; Philemon 1:16-17; Philemon 1:21. 

Verse 10
Son; to the sister of Barnabas. Mark, or Marcus, was the nephew of Barnabas, and this might be one reason why Barnabas wished him to go with them, when Paul thought it not best. Acts 15:37-39. 

Ye received commandments; probably in connection with the contention between Paul and Barnabas just referred to. 

Verse 11
Jesus; the same name as Joshua in Hebrew. 

Of the circumcision; Jews. 

Verse 12
One of you; he belonged at Colosse, but was then with Paul at Rome. Chap Colossians 1:7. There is nothing which Christians so much desire for others, especially for their friends, and nothing for which they so earnestly pray, as that they may understand and do the will of God; for he that doeth the will of God, abideth for ever. 1 John 2:17; 1 John 3:24; 1 Corinthians 7:19; Matthew 13:50. 

Verse 13
Laodicea-Hierapolis; both cities of Phrygia, in the vicinity of Colosse, the former on the west, the latter on the north-west. 

Verse 14
Luke; the author of the gospel which bears his name. 

Demas; Philemon 1:24; 2 Timothy 4:10-12. 

Verse 16
The epistle from Laodicea; these words are most naturally understood of an epistle which Paul had sent to the church of the Laodiceans, which was to be obtained from Laodicea that it might be read at Colosse. See note to 1 Corinthians 5:9. 

Verse 17
Archippus; Philemon 1:2. 

